Your guide to home solar
Join the clean energy revolution

Together with Solarcentury
IKEA has selected Solarcentury to design and install
your solar system. If you are interested in choosing a
solar system for your house, Solarcentury will look after
you from start to finish.
As one of the world’s largest and longest-established
solar companies, Solarcentury has already helped over
25,000 UK homeowners to reap the rewards of solar.
IKEA and Solarcentury have put together a range of
solar systems to suit your roof and your pocket:
the Solstråle range.
In this guide we include everything you need to know
before buying a system that you can trust to deliver
clean, green energy for years.
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Join the 2 million people in the UK
already enjoying the benefits of solar
in their homes, saving on bills, and
helping to create a sustainable future.
Call Solarcentury to find out more:
0800 334 5996

Going solar the IKEA way
Four easy steps
1.

Complete the calculator in store or at ikea.solarcentury.com to get an idea of
how much your system will cost and what return on investment you can expect.

2.

If you want to know more, Solarcentury will do a more detailed virtual satellite
design, prepare a quote and answer all your questions.

3.

If your property is suitable and you accept the quote, Solarcentury will carry out
a survey at your home to confirm and finalise the design.

4.

Solarcentury will install the solar and you can immediately benefit from savings
on your bills as well as clean power. (The installation typically takes just one day.)

It really couldn’t be easier.
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To find out more, try our
simple online calculator at
ikea.solarcentury.com
or call Solarcentury on
0800 334 5996
Solarcentury

“ We are delighted with our new solar
system and were impressed with how

quick and easy the whole process was.
I’d recommend going solar to
a friend, absolutely.”
Barry Gibbs

Together with IKEA
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A range of solar systems to suit your roof and your pocket
There are three options in the Solstråle range. All provide exceptional value
for money and whichever you choose, you’ll be earning a tax-free return on
investment of about 6% per year.
1. The rooftop option has a typical price of £4,550* fully installed.
2. The rooftop+ option, panel for panel, produces more units of electricity. The
typical price for a black system is £4,850* fully installed.
3. The roof-integrated+ option looks great. The typical price is £5,360*.
All options come with free online monitoring as standard.
Optional extras: An upgrade to your monitoring to include a handheld device,
an iBoost system which diverts excess power to heat your hot water, and
battery storage enabling you to use your solar energy at night.

Members receive

15% off

the regular non-member price.
Not an IKEA FAMILY member?
Why not join today!

* Prices quoted include discounts for IKEA FAMILY members and are based on a 10 panel system as pictured.
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Solstråle
Rooftop

Together with IKEA

Rooftop+

Roof-integrated+
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Always there for you
We know how frustrating it is to take time off work for tradespeople to
visit your home only to have them not show up or then not get round
to quoting. Solarcentury is different. We use advanced technology to
prepare your quote remotely and you can request a quote online or
over the phone. If you ask us for a quote, you’ll receive it within two
working days. If you agree to go ahead with a survey, your surveyor
will contact you within two working days to arrange a time to visit that
suits you. If you agree to go ahead with an install, it will be completed
within four weeks of you giving the go ahead.
SolarcenturyOnline is our secure online application. It’s your port
of call should you have any queries regarding your system. It also
contains the key information about the design and set up of your solar
system and is a store for all your documents so you’ll never forget
where they are.
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“ Brilliant customer service

from start to finish.”
Richard Lock

Solarcentury’s always just an
email or phone call away
homes@solarcentury.com
0800 334 5996

Solarcentury

Together with IKEA
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Investing in your future
A tax-free return on investment of 6%*
As energy prices rise, solar is a wise investment. The proof is in the numbers.
You make money from solar in two ways:
1.

From government Feed-in Tariffs. Tariffs earn you cash for all the electricity you generate and for
what you export. The income is predictable year on year and tax free. You receive the tariffs for 20
years and the amount rises with inflation.

2.

From savings on your electricity bills. The more you use when the solar system is generating
electricity, the more you save. These savings will also increase as electricity prices rise.

The amount of income and savings you can benefit from varies according to system size, electricity use,
where you live and how suitable your roof is; we estimate the average UK return on investment to be
6% per year. Savings will be greater if you use the bulk of the solar electricity that’s generated.
* See page 22 for assumptions.
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Income and savings based on a black, 12 panel 3.3kWp system*
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Peace of mind
Your installation comes with a six-year warranty on the production of the solar
system and a six-year insurance-backed warranty to cover the workmanship.
This means if there are any problems – be it mechanical or that it’s not
producing the electricity it should – we’re just a phone call away.
The key components come with additional warranties from the manufacturers;
the power from the solar panels is warrantied for 25 years and the inverter is
warrantied for 10 years.

The installers were very courteous, clean and
“
respectful to us and our home. We would recommend
Solarcentury for their professionalism and care.”
Ian Gumbs
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Together with IKEA
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Making the most of your solar

How solar panels work (even on cloudy days)
Solar takes advantage of a free and powerful energy source – the sun. Solar panels
convert this energy into electricity, making it a simple, clean and cost-effective way
to power our lives. And you don’t need to live somewhere warm and sunny, because
solar needs only daylight not direct sun. The UK still gets 60% of the light (or solar
irradiation) found at the Equator.
It’s true that the more light the panels receive, the more electricity they generate.
But they still work on cloudy days – just as a solar-powered calculator does.
Because there are no moving parts, solar is low maintenance and quiet. And given
our climate, you can pretty much count on the rain to keep it clean!
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1.

Daylight hits the solar panels on
the roof and is converted to direct
current (DC) energy.

2.

The DC energy goes through an
inverter in the home, which converts
DC into alternating current (AC).

3.

4.

The AC electricity is just like the
power supplied by your utility
company, powering appliances
such as lights and the TV.
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The power produced can also
be sold back to the grid and
redistributed locally.

Together with IKEA
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Getting the most from your solar system
Solar works in daylight hours; the more light hitting the panels, the more electricity
you’ll be generating. This is true on a day-to-day basis and over the course of any
given year. To ensure you save as much electricity from the grid as possible and
therefore use as much free solar power, try and use your electrical equipment when
the daylight is most intense. Put simply, if it’s the middle of the day and the sun is
shining, that’s a really good time to run the washing machine.

Make your solar savings go further with sun-powered hot water
For an additional cost, you can automatically generate gallons of free hot water
(if you have a hot water tank). If you’re not using all of the solar power that’s
been generated during the day, then our iBoost system will turn the surplus solar
electricity into hot water. The iBoost intelligently controls your immersion heater
and this dramatically reduces the need to use your boiler to heat water. You might
be able to switch off your boiler completely during the summer!
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Average performance during the day for a typical 3kWp system
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Monitoring your solar performance
As standard, your solar system comes
with online monitoring which means
you can check how well the system is
performing and decide when is a
good time to turn on the
washing machine!
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For an additional cost, we can install a hand-held
monitoring unit in your home – the Solo III. The
Solo shows when your solar is generating more than
you’re using, or if you’re importing from the grid.
This can help you to increase your savings, providing
clear, simple to understand data giving tips, such as
when to switch on appliances. It can also show the
value of your income and savings.

Together with IKEA
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Getting into the details

1. Hi-tech, accurate view of what solar could do for you
Solarcentury uses the latest technology to perform an accurate
quote, all without the inconvenience of organising a visit to your
home. This means you can assess the exact cost and returns
before you commit.
We go beyond Google Maps, using high quality photographic
sources to see your roof clearly, as well as LiDAR data which allows
us to clearly evaluate shading from nearby hills, trees or chimneys.
Not only is this convenient for you, the technology makes our
quote reliable.
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2. The survey at your house
Following the quote, next up is the survey which takes an hour
and a half, maximum. We’ll be checking two aspects:
1. Is your roof suited to take solar? - the surveyor will carry
out an exterior and interior inspection of the roof, taking
photos and measurements of skylights, dormer windows
and chimneys. And a sunpath diagram will be completed
showing the level of shading on the roof.
2. What is your Energy Performance rating? (EPC) – a qualified
Domestic Energy Assessor will conduct an EPC assessment
(more often than not this is the same surveyor). The reason for
doing this is that the government pays one level of tariff if your
house is rated D or higher and a lower tariff if the house falls
below D. For this assessment, the surveyor will need access to
all rooms within your home to determine energy efficiency.
Together with IKEA

All of this is recorded accurately and speedily using state of the
art software to log the data. Having completed your survey,
Solarcentury will let you know if there are any changes from the
initial quote.

3. Installation
You hit the go button, and we’ll contact you to arrange the
installation. Scaffolding will be put up at your home no more
than 48 hours before the installation and will stay up until the
solar is on your roof.
The installation usually takes one day. The panels are fitted to a
mounting system that’s attached to your roof, then an electrician
fits an inverter, normally in the roofspace, and cables to the solar
system which generates energy straight away.
Our installers treat your home with respect and great care; no
20

muddy shoes on the carpet! They’ll tidy up after themselves and at
the end of the day you only sign off on the install if you’re happy.
Our installer will run through with you how your solar system works;
information on how to read your meter, optimal time of day to use
your energy, and who to call in the unlikely event of a problem.

4.

Applying for the Feed-in Tariff

You’ll start making savings straight away as you automatically
use the solar energy rather than buying electricity. However to
generate further income from your solar system, you’ll need
to register for the Feed-in Tariff. To do this, you need an MCS
certificate from Solarcentury which you send along with your
Energy Performance Certificate, your Feed-in Tariff application
and any other information that may be required to your
registered supplier of the Tariff.
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The government has recently introduced quarterly caps for
Feed-in Tariff applications, so don’t delay your paperwork as it’s
the timing of your application that determines where you are in
the queue and which tariff you receive.

The assumptions
How do we calculate the typical returns that we illustrated on
the cover page, and pages 9 and 10?
•

•
•
•
•

The yield of the system is calculated by looking at which
way the roof points, where your roof is in the country, and
the amount of shading and the angle of the roof. In the
illustration, we assumed it’s pointing SW at a typical pitch
of 30 degrees in the centre of the UK and that the roof is
shaded by 10%.
Size-wise, we assume it’s a 3.3kWp system which is 12 of the
black modules.
We assume the system price for a fully installed system
including VAT and the IKEA FAMILY discount is £5,325.
We assume that the property has an EPC rating of A-D and
that it therefore receives the higher Feed-in Tariff.
We used the Feed-in Tariff rate that’s correct at the time of

•

•

•

•

going to press in April 2017 (4.11p per unit) and we assume
that it goes up at an inflation rate of 2.5%.
We use an electricity price of 16p per unit to calculate
savings. We assume prices go up at 5% annual inflation
(source: DECC Quarterly Energy Prices, 10 year average)
We assume that you are able to use 770kWh of the electricity
that’s generated (about 25%). Savings will be much higher if
you time when you use appliances with peak solar generation
or by installing an iBoost system to turn excess generation
into hot water (assuming you have a hot water tank).
Taking all of this into account, the typical system results in
savings and income in the first year of £300. The average
electricity bill is £584 (Source: DECC).
The return on investment we quote is calculated using
‘simple return’ where the income and savings in year one is
divided by the amount of capital invested.
Terms and conditions apply
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Begin your solar journey...
call Solarcentury 0800 334 5996
email homes@solarcentury.com
try our handy online calculator
at ikea.solarcentury.com

