
Welcome to the Elwy Solar Energy Farm 
information session

Solarcentury is considering a solar energy farm (solar panels and batteries) in your community.  
Today is a chance to introduce it to you and seek initial feedback and views to help shape its design.

   Today:
 

Please read the information here at your leisure.

To find out more about our business or this scheme, please ask one of our team.  
 
 
 
 

We welcome your comments to help shape the plans.  
There are a number of ways you can feed back: 

1. Use the online form available at our project website: www.solarcentury.com/elwy

2. Complete the paper feedback forms here

3. Attend a later information session

4. Speak to one of our team

5. Write to us: Elwy Solar Energy Farm (UK),  
90 Union Street, London, SE1 0NW

6. Email us: elwy@solarcentury.com 

Next steps:
Once the Elwy Solar Energy Farm design has been finalised later this year, Solarcentury will share the details 
again. We’ll hold more meetings and larger local drop-in sessions for residents, businesses and community 

groups to see the detailed plans. This will be prior to any planning application being submitted at the 
formal pre-planning application consultation stage.  

Thank you for coming today, we appreciate your time. 
We hope you find the following information helpful. 
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Renewable Wales 
 
In 2017, the Welsh Government announced 
a target of meeting 70% of Wales’ electricity 
demand from Welsh renewable electricity  
sources by 2030. 

In 2018 Wales reached the impressive milestone  
of 50% of electricity being generated by 
renewable energy. This had increased from  
19% in 2014 and 48% in 2017, according to 
Energy Generation in Wales 2018. However  
more renewable energy projects are needed  
to meet the 70% target. 

In April 2019, the Welsh Government declared 
a Climate Emergency. Welsh Ministers have 
demonstrated their commitment to dealing 
with climate chaos and it’s important that 
companies like Solarcentury support that drive 
and determination to make a real and practical 
difference too. We think that Elwy Solar Energy 
Farm could be part of the solution. 

Renewable Denbighshire

“The Council supports the adoption of renewable 
energy technologies to address the effects of 
climate change. Renewable energy technologies 
have an important role to play, taking advantage 
of the natural resources in Wales. However, 
support for renewables has to be balanced with 
our commitments and aspirations to conserve 
and enhance natural heritage, including the 
quality and diversity in Denbighshire.”  
(Renewable Energy Supplementary Planning 
Guide, 2016, Denbighshire County Council).

Solarcentury recognises how crucial this 
conservation balance is: 

•  Whenever we propose a new solar energy    
 farm we create a habitat management plan,   
 detailing what we will do to enhance the    
 site after construction. These proposals     
 can include wildflower meadows, hedge and   
 tree planting and the provision of bird and bat  
 boxes. 

•  By taking land out of intensive agricultural    
 production solar energy farms also offer     
 considerable opportunities to promote 
 wildlife and rest the land. 

•  Numerous environmental charities      
 and organisations support solar energy farms   
 including Natural England, the Bumble Bee   
 Conservation Trust and the RSPB.

Friends of the Earth (FoE) research released in 
October 2019 stated that in terms of renewable 
energy, if Denbighshire matched the best of 
similar local Council areas in Wales it would have 
228 MW. It currently has 46 MW. The FoE advises 
that this be increased.

A renewable world
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The location

Finding a suitable location for a solar energy  
farm is a careful balancing act.

The proposed site for Elwy Solar Energy Farm 
is located outside the city of St. Asaph, in the 
county of Denbighshire on farmland to the north 
of the A55 North Wales Expressway. Surrounding 
it are fields, private properties and farmsteads 
and the A525 main road. This image shows the 
approximate location:
 
 

Why here?
 
Site suitability is dependent on a number  
of factors:

• The results from analysis and surveys;           
conservation designations, ecology,  
landscape, flood risk.

• The land; its classification, topography,  
levels of solar energy, a willing landowner. 

• Local electricity grid connections; is there    
capacity and access to receive the amount  
of solar electricity being produced? 
 
The Elwy site meets these criteria and has been 
carefully selected as part of a detailed feasibility 
process by our project design team.  
(As the project progresses, results from  
surveys will be published on the website:  
www.solarcentury.com/elwy)

What permissions are needed? 
Prior to construction, Elwy Solar Energy Farm  
will require planning permission. Solarcentury  
will compile a planning application which 
assesses, among other things, the environmental, 
visual and ecological impact of the site. 

Because of the size of Elwy Solar Energy Farm,  
in Wales it’s classed as a Development of National 
Significance (DNS). Planning applications for 
DNS projects are reviewed by the Planning 
Inspectorate in Cardiff instead of the local 
planning authority in Denbighshire. The Planning 
Inspectorate will assess the planning application 
and consult with a number of relevant parties and 
organisations (including Denbighshire County 
Council) to seek their views and to ensure the 
proposed scheme meets planning requirements. 
The Planning Inspectorate will make a 
recommendation to the Welsh Government  
and the Minister for Housing and Local 
Government will make the final decision. 

If planning permission is granted then 
Solarcentury can build the solar energy farm.
Solarcentury manage the whole process – from 
the early stages of community engagement, 
to submission of a planning application, to 
financing, construction and operation of the  
solar energy farm. 

We engage with communities in advance of 
submitting any planning application, and we 
welcome suggestions and thoughts. 

Map image copyright Pegasus Planning Group Ltd (Dwg P19-
2023_05A). © Crown copyright and database rights 2020 Ordnance 
Survey 0100031673. Emapsite Licence number 0100031673.
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Local benefits

Solar energy farms bring countless benefits.

Jobs:
Where possible we offer local jobs and supply 
contracts during the construction, operation and 
maintenance phase of the build. Local suppliers 
can register their interest on the project website 
www.solarcentury.com/elwy

Business rates:
Elwy Solar will contribute business rates to the 
local council. 

Future energy:
A solar energy farm will generate clean, 
renewable electricity available for future 
generations, and local energy production 
improves Wales’ energy security.

Wildlife opportunities:
Solar energy farms provide great opportunities 
for micro-habitats. The variety of dry and wet and 
shaded and sunny areas, if properly planted and 
managed, can support a wide variety of wildlife.

Community benefits:
We are committed to being a good neighbour 
to the communities that host a solar energy farm 
- not just during the planning and construction 
phases, but for the life of the project. The local 
community should share some of the financial 
benefit as well as knowing that clean, green  
solar energy is being produced locally.

We’re committed to establishing a Community 
Benefit Fund for the solar energy farm, which 
can provide a much needed income for local 
organisations, projects and causes. Community 
projects can come in many forms, but we’re 
particularly keen to support those that:

• Encourage responsible energy use,  
helping communities save energy or  
generate renewable energy.

• Help develop more sustainable  
communities and enhance quality of life.

• Support local conservation or wildlife      
initiatives.

If you have any ideas for projects we could 
support locally, please let us know.   
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